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A TRIBUTE TO EMILEE 

RICHARDSON 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 13, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate and recognize Emilee 
Richardson for being named a 2015 Forty 
Under 40 honoree by the award-winning cen-
tral Iowa publication, Business Record. 

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify 
a standout group of young leaders in the 
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an 
impact in their communities and their careers. 
Each year, forty up-and-coming community 
and business leaders under 40 years of age 
are selected for this prestigious honor based 
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field. 
The 2015 class of Forty Under 40 honorees 
will join an impressive roster of 560 business 
leaders and growing. 

Emilee has the determination and drive to 
be successful in all of her pursuits, which is 
highlighted by her exemplary work with the 
Science Center of Iowa. As the Marketing and 
Communications Manager, she utilizes her 
management abilities to develop new pro-
grams, like the Girls in Science Initiative to en-
courage girls to explore careers in science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics. In 
her free time, she serves on several boards to 
help young people in her surrounding commu-
nity such as the Lead Like a Lady, Young 
Nonprofit Professionals Network and American 
Marketing Association Iowa. In all aspects of 
her life, Emilee is an example of the hard work 
and service that makes our state proud. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Emilee in the United States 
Congress and it is with great pride that I rec-
ognize and applaud her for utilizing her talents 
to better both her community and the great 
state of Iowa. I invite my colleagues in the 
House to join me in congratulating Emilee on 
receiving this esteemed designation, thanking 
those at Business Record for their great work 
and wishing each member of the 2015 Forty 
Under 40 class a long and successful career. 

f 

HONORING LYDA HILL 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 13, 2015 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, it is my distinct pleasure to honor 
Lyda Hill, the 2015 recipient of the J. Erik 
Jonsson Ethics Award from Southern Meth-
odist University’s Cary M. Maguire Center for 
Ethics and Public Responsibility. 

Ms. Hill has been a philanthropic fixture in 
the Dallas community for many years and has 
generously donated to the many causes in 
which she strongly believes. An alumnus of 
the Hockaday School in Dallas, Ms. Hill do-
nated $20 million to fund the all-girls school’s 
science, technology, engineering, and math 
(STEM) program. Ms. Hill recently donated 
$10 million to the ‘‘I Stand for Parkland’’ cam-
paign at Parkland Hospital in Dallas and $50 

million to the University of Texas MD Ander-
son Cancer Center’s Moon Shots Program in 
Houston which has a goal to eliminate cancer 
through improved detection and treatments. 

Ms. Hill has tirelessly advocated for science 
through her generosity and time dedicated to 
the causes in which she believes. In 2013, 
Ms. Hill was recognized as the only single 
woman on the Philanthropy list for her esti-
mated hundreds of millions of dollars in dona-
tion to organizations focused on ‘‘game-chang-
ing’’ innovation and science research. In 2010, 
Ms. Hill became a member of The Giving 
Pledge, an initiative created by Bill and 
Melinda Gates and Warren Buffett that en-
courages the world’s wealthiest people to 
commit a large majority of their wealth to char-
ity. Ms. Hill certainly gives strategically and 
generously and has pledged to donate all of 
her assets to charity, mostly during her life-
time. 

Ms. Hill is the daughter of the late Margaret 
Hunt Hill, for whom the Margaret Hunt Hill 
Bridge which spans the Trinity River in Dallas 
was named. Ms. Hill supported the Margaret 
Hunt Hill Bridge project and several other 
community revitalization projects in the Dallas 
area. Ms. Hill has chaired non-profit groups 
such as the Crystal Charity Ball, Junior 
League of Dallas, and the Dallas and Texas 
chapters of the American Heart Association. 

Ms. Hill was the recipient of the President’s 
Volunteer Action Award and the Best of Amer-
ica Award in 1985 and in 1988, she was 
named ‘‘Outstanding Volunteer in Texas’’ by 
the Governor. Ms. Hill has earned many 
awards throughout her lifetime as her contribu-
tions to health, science, public radio, edu-
cation, and veterans generously continue. I 
appreciate the opportunity to recognize and 
congratulate Lyda Hill on the occasion of her 
winning the J. Erik Jonsson Ethics Award. 
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PAOLA OBISPO’S ESSAY 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 13, 2015 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I am privileged to 
interact with some of the brightest students in 
the 22nd Congressional District who serve on 
my Congressional Youth Advisory Council. I 
have gained much by listening to the high 
school students who are the future of this 
great nation. They provide important insight 
into the concerns of our younger constituents 
and hopefully get a better sense of the impor-
tance of being an active participant in the po-
litical process. Many of the students have writ-
ten short essays on a variety of topics and I 
am pleased to share them with my House col-
leagues. 

Paola Obispo attends Manvel High School 
in Manvel, Texas. The essay topic is: in your 
opinion, why is it important to be involved in 
the political process? 

In order for our current government to 
function at its optimal levels, participation 
in our democracy is vital. If citizens of the 
United States are not aware of how the polit-
ical process works they are powerless and 
have furthermore failed to aide their country 
in reaching its full potential. It is impera-
tive that today’s citizens be knowledgeable 
about politics because it is only by actively 
participating in our political system that 

change and improvement will come to our 
nation. The question ‘‘Why should people be 
politically active?’’ has a simple answer. 
People should be politically active so that 
the government reflects the interests of the 
people who are being governed. In order for 
all important problems in our government to 
be addressed all stakeholders must make 
known their intent to be heard. 

The bigger and better question in politics 
should be: Why are some groups of people not 
voting or further becoming politically ac-
tive? According to the PBS News hour 
website, only 34.6% of eligible voters turned 
up for the 2014 midterm election.1 This num-
ber had not been so low since 1944 when 
World War II was being fought. Statistics 
like this reveal the truth behind our democ-
racy and the fact that the majority of the 
people do not rule as most Americans do not 
participate.2 Although considerably more 
people do vote in presidential elections the 
percentage only rises to 58.2%.3 This new 
presidential turnout percentage while im-
pressive compared to the midterm participa-
tion percentage appears dull when compared 
to political participation found around the 
world. It would be easy to point an accusa-
tory figure at those how abstain from voting 
as lazy, irresponsible, and ignorant people 
who deserve underrepresentation. However, 
by accepting this stance it is assumed that a 
vast number of Americans poses those nega-
tive characteristics. Therefore, there must 
be an underlying cause to this systematic 
disenfranchisement epidemic. 

Possible causes to this disenfranchisement 
would include the effects of voting dilution 
through political gerrymandering and re-
strictive voting procedures. It is impossible 
to deny that gerrymandering those not occur 
as the odd shapes that compromise districts 
speaks for itself and the fact that they tend 
to always benefit the artist of such bizarre 
and abstract divisions leaves a lot to be said. 
However despite laws that prohibit this ma-
licious practice, lawmakers still blatantly 
ignore the law. This act is not only harmful 
to the opposing part as they lose an election, 
it is harmful to democracy itself as it teach-
es Americans that their voice is not impor-
tant and will be impeded by those very peo-
ple meant to protect their liberty. Another 
possible cause of voter discouragement could 
be stricter voting requirements such as the 
Voter ID law that was conveniently passed 
right before the election. The most mali-
cious aspect of this law is that it was passed 
right before an election and stripped many 
voters of their right to vote. 

f 

HONORING CONSUELO RAYMOND 
KAZEN 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 13, 2015 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the life of Consuelo Raymond 
Kazen, a lifelong Laredoan and wife of our 
former colleague, the late Congressman Abra-
ham ‘‘Chick’’ Kazen, Jr. 

Consuelo R. Kazen died Sunday, March 22, 
2015 in Laredo, Texas. Over the course of her 
long life, Mrs. Kazen gave her ‘‘considerable 
creative talents and passion’’ to a number of 
community organizations, building up a reputa-
tion as a widely revered citizen and well-re-
spected teacher. 

She was actively involved in the Pan Amer-
ican Round Table, the Texas Senate Ladies 
Club, the Texas State Teachers Association, 
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the Congressional Texas State Society, the 
Society of Martha Washington, and the Laredo 
Doll Club. A devoted Catholic, Connie was 
also a Lady in the Equestrian Order of the 
Holy Sepulchre. 

Consuelo Raymond Kazen was born the 6th 
of May 1919 to Mr. and Mrs. Manuel J. and 
Santos Zapata Raymond Jr. who preceded 
her in death. Her beloved husband, Congress-
man Abraham ‘‘Chick’’ Kazen, Jr.; sisters, Te-
resa Raymond Flores and Mary Sanchez; and 
brother, Adolfo Raymond have also preceded 
her in death. Mrs. Kazen is survived by her 
sisters, Gloria Woods, Chabela Martinez and 
Zita Coffey; brothers, Manuel J. (Angelina) 
Raymond Jr. and Rolando (Amada) Raymond 
her children, Abraham Kazen III, Norma 
Kazen, Christina (Ronny) Attal, Catherine 
Kazen, and Jo Betsy Kazen as well as eleven 
grandchildren and eleven great-grandchildren. 
She will be remembered as a ‘‘nurturing moth-
er, grandmother, great-grandmother and 
friend’’ who will be dearly missed by her fam-
ily, friends, and community. 

Mr. Speaker, I am privileged to have the op-
portunity to honor the legacy of this great 
Laredoan, Consuelo Raymond Kazen. Her 
many contributions to South Texas and the 
City of Laredo will not be forgotten. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO CAILIN STOCKDALE 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 13, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate and recognize Cailin 
Stockdale for being named a 2015 Forty 
Under 40 honoree by the award-winning cen-
tral Iowa publication, Business Record. 

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify 
a standout group of young leaders in the 
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an 
impact in their communities and their careers. 
Each year, forty up-and-coming community 
and business leaders under 40 years of age 
are selected for this prestigious honor based 
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field. 
The 2015 class of Forty Under 40 honorees 
will join an impressive roster of 560 business 
leaders and growing. 

Cailin has the determination and drive to be 
successful in all of her pursuits, which is high-
lighted by her exemplary work with Boys & 
Girls Club of Central Iowa. As the Director of 
Marketing and Communication, she channels 
her compassion and desire to help others and 
grow this wonderful organization. In her free 
time she serves her community through volun-
teering with Everybody Wins! Iowa, GDMLI 
and The Principal Charity Classic’s Networking 
on the Green Committee. In all aspects of her 
life, Cailin is an example of the hard work and 
service that makes our state proud. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Cailin in the United States 
Congress and it is with great pride that I rec-
ognize and applaud her for utilizing her talents 
to better both her community and the great 
state of Iowa. I invite my colleagues in the 
House to join me in congratulating Cailin on 
receiving this esteemed designation, thanking 
those at Business Record for their great work 

and wishing each member of the 2015 Forty 
Under 40 class a long and successful career. 
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THAILAND’S FREEDOM OF THE 
PRESS 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 13, 2015 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, Freedom to 
say what you believe is a universal human 
right but certain rulers do not seem to get that. 

On March 25th, Prayuth Chan-ocha, the 
junta leader and acting Prime Minister of Thai-
land warned journalists, ‘‘You don’t have to 
support the government . . . but you should 
report the truth . . . or we’ll probably just exe-
cute [you].’’ 

Prayuth and his fellow generals took over 
the elected government in a coup last May. 
The country has been under martial law ever 
since then. Prayuth can ban any political gath-
ering and the military can arrest and detain 
whoever whenever they want—including jour-
nalists. 

This latest threat should be taken seriously. 
Freedom of speech is our first amendment 

for a reason. It’s the building block of all other 
rights and to promote change for the good of 
the people. 

The rulers in Thailand should immediately 
make clear that freedom of speech, including 
freedom of the press, is a right that all the 
people of Thailand can and should exercise. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
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YUSSRA HAMID’S ESSAY 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 13, 2015 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I am privileged to 
interact with some of the brightest students in 
the 22nd Congressional District who serve on 
my Congressional Youth Advisory Council. I 
have gained much by listening to the high 
school students who are the future of this 
great nation. They provide important insight 
into the concerns of our younger constituents 
and hopefully get a better sense of the impor-
tance of being an active participant in the po-
litical process. Many of the students have writ-
ten short essays on a variety of topics and I 
am pleased to share them with my House col-
leagues. 

Yussra Hamid attends Manvel High School 
in Manvel, Texas. The essay topic is: in your 
opinion, what role should government play in 
our lives? 

Euthanasia is the ‘‘act or practice of kill-
ing or permitting the death of hopelessly 
sick or injured individuals . . . in a rel-
atively painless way’’. Throughout the 20th 
century there were events that brought the 
legalities of euthanasia to the spotlight of 
American politics, and recently, euthanasia 
has once again emerged as a topic of debate 
amongst the American public. Brittany May-
nard, a twenty-nine year old American diag-
nosed with malignant brain cancer (she was 
given six months to live), died on November 
1st by taking a lethal dose of medication in 
Oregon where assisted suicide is permitted. 

Before her death, Maynard defended her deci-
sion by stating that she would rather die 
with dignity than suffer the harsh symptoms 
her brain cancer would inflict upon her. The 
case of Brittany Maynard facilitated great 
discussion over the topic of euthanasia and 
whether it should be made legal across the 
United States of America or not. While advo-
cates for assisted suicide may appear to have 
a compelling argument, euthanasia should 
not be permitted because its legalization will 
corrupt the medical field and assisted suicide 
is not protected by the Constitution. 

When practicing, medical personnel are re-
quired to abide by the Hippocratic Oath, an 
affidavit that establishes that physicians 
will ‘‘[will not] give a deadly drug to any-
body who [asks] for it.’’ Opponents of as-
sisted suicide state that if euthanasia were 
legalized, it would breach the oath. Dr. Leon 
Mass of President’s Council on Bioethics ar-
gued that physicians should not participate 
in the administration of lethal drugs because 
‘‘the taboo against doctors killing patients 
. . . is the embodiment of reason and wisdom 
. . . without it, medicine will have lost its 
claim to be an ethical and trustworthy pro-
fession’’. The practice would cause the dete-
rioration of physician-patient relationships 
because the patient would not know if the 
doctor has his/her best interest in mind or if 
(the physician is receiving money from eu-
thanasia advocates for promoting the prac-
tice or from insurance companies that no 
longer want to cover the terminally ill pa-
tient. While terminal diseases generally do 
lead to the fast death of the individual, such 
pressure on a patient could cause him/her to 
make an impulsive decision that would vio-
late the patient’s right to the pursuit of hap-
piness, one guaranteed by the US Constitu-
tion. 

As cases like Maynard’s gain attention, eu-
thanasia will continue to spur controversy 
and its legality will be questioned in the Su-
preme Court. However, until the world be-
comes a utopian society where malpractice 
is nonexistent, euthanasia should be illegal 
because the practice violates the basic prin-
ciples of medicine and the Constitution. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO DAVID 
WOLNERMAN 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, April 13, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize David Wolnerman of Des 
Moines, Iowa, for his bravery and resiliency 
during a very dark time in world history. David 
was born in Mocev, Poland, to Pinchas and 
Hannah Wolnerman and at the age of 12 was 
taken to his first work camp. Not long after, 
David was moved to a concentration camp, 
before he was ultimately liberated by General 
Dwight D. Eisenhower at Dachau. It wasn’t 
until after his time in the concentration camps 
that he met his wife Jennie. After the war, 
Jennie and David lived in Munich, Germany, 
before eventually making their way to the 
United States. 

David and his family currently reside in Des 
Moines, and as the last Holocaust survivor in 
the state David has the unique opportunity to 
tell his story. Later this week he will be recog-
nized by the Greater Des Moines Jewish Fed-
eration for his accomplishment and a book de-
tailing his life experiences will be shared with 
the world. 

I would like to thank David for his dedication 
to the State of Iowa and showing us just how 
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